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"The s tor ies  f rom the past  capture  our  imaginat ion as they model  ways for  l i v ing 
in  the present . "

Using “ the s tor ies  o f  ear th ’s  f i rs t  fami l ies  as  to ld  in  Genes is”  and the teach ings 
o f  Jesus,  th is  book sets  out  to  exp lore  conf l ic t  reso lu t ion through a  b ib l ica l  
context .  Re imer  re te l ls  these s tor ies  wi th  commentary  and ana lys is  in tended to  
gu ide readers  toward peacefu l  reso lu t ions in  the i r  personal  re la t ionsh ips  wi th  
fami ly ,  f r iends,  and ne ighbors .  He makes a  s t rong and fervent  case for  the 
re levance o f  these anc ient  tex ts  to  modern l i fe  and draws d i rec t  para l le ls  
between the l ives and cho ices o f  people  l i ke  Cain  and Abel  and the esca la t ion 
o f  v io lence in  our  own modern t imes.  Reimer  a lso in jec ts  behav iora l  sc ience,  
psychology,  and ph i losophy in to  h is  b ib l ica l -based,  conf l ic t  management  
mindset .  The resu l ts  are  a  mul t i faceted exp lora t ion o f  the press ing and 
un iversa l  top ic  o f  peacemaking.

Reimer ’s  work  as  a  peace educator  is  ev ident  in  the depth  and breadth  o f  
in format ion and exp lanat ion prov ided throughout  th is  ca l l  to  ac t ion and 
reconc i l ia t ion.  H is  b ib l ica l  ana lys is  is  ar t icu la ted wi th  c lar i ty  and ins ight fu l  
prose access ib le  to  any reader  seek ing the mora l  c lar i ty  o f  the B ib le .  The prose 
f lows l ike  a  Sunday sermon f rom the pu lp i t ,  r ich  in  imagery  and insp i ra t ion.  The 
h igh ly  organ ized s t ruc ture  o f  each chapter  prov ides a  c lear  path  through the 
content  that  ranges far  and wide through the soc ia l  sc iences but  is  e f fec t ive ly  
res t ra ined in  i ts  purpose.  The reader  never  fee ls  overwhelmed but  ra ther  gu ided 
by a  gent le  hand and k ind vo ice,  o f fer ing a l ternat ives to  cyc les  o f  v io lence and 
suf fer ing.  These a l ternat ives are  rooted in  s tor ies ,  the un iversa l  language that  
can be used “ to  power fu l ly  shape our  communi t ies . ”
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